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unique and most interesting arrangement of the landmarks of psychiatric
literature in the form of a concordance.
It is well-known that it is impossible at the present time to write a text-
book of psychiatry which will please everyone. Dr. Muncie's book presents
the conservative point of view more adequately than any which has appeared
in English. The reviewer hopes that in subsequent editions greater attention
will be paid to the cultural factors which influence personality development
and adjustment, that the relationship between personality makeup, adjust-
ment, and illness will be brought out more clearly, and that the minor illnesses
and everyday problems of general psychiatric practice will be presented in
greater detail. The book in its present form is a useful contribution to the
psychiatric literature and is cordially recommended. PAUL WM. PREU.
UNTO THE FOURTH GENERATION, GONORRHEA AND SYPHILIS,
WHAT THE LAYMAN SHOULD KNOW. By Irving Simons. E. P.
Dutton & Co., New York, 1940. 243 pp. $2.50.
The first two of three sections of this volume, which deal with the
history and descriptions of gonorrhea and syphilis, are in general well written,
although the title is misleading. Few syphilologists believe that syphilis is
transmitted to the fourth, or even the third, generation. The importance
of the problem of gonorrhea, of early diagnosis, treatment, and prevention, is
properly stressed. That the private physician should be a key person in the
control program is generally accepted. It is unfortunate that the ultimate
values of the book may be greatly reduced because the author felt inclined
to release emotional misconceptions of the public health program and the
profession in a manner to misrepresent or discredit established principles,
practices, and generally accepted policies. One also wonders why the author,
whose style of presentation (even for the layman) is not superior to that of
many previous writers, should feel the urge to criticize all that has been writ-
ten on these subjects heretofore. Much has been published about gonorrhea
and syphilis which is as useful for the layman as the material in this book, and
may be obtained for less cost. The net effect of this volume, which includes
much erroneous and superfluous material dealing with private practice versus
public health, may be to confuse the layman rather than to clarify the
problem. I. V. HISCOCK.
VIRUS AND RICKETTSIAL DISEASES: WITH ESPECIAL CONSIDERA-
TION OF THEIR PUBLIC HEALTH SIGNIFICANCE. Harvard School
of Public Health Symposium Volume. By various authors. Har-
vard University Press, 1940. xi + 907 pp. $6.50.
A volume of this character does not lend itself to review; it can only be
said that it is comprised of the papers presented in Boston in June, 1939,BOOK REVIEWS 447
embracing authoritative and up-to-date treatment of many diverse phases of
viruses and virus infections and the rickettsial diseases. Not only are the more
general problems of virus nature and behavior considered, but many of the
specific virus infections, more particularly those of important public health
significance, receive detailed discussion.
Everyone interested in any of the several aspects of communicable disease,
whether epidemiologist, clinician, bacteriologist, or immunologist, will find
material of the utmost importance in many of the 34 papers here presented.
Each topic is offered as expressing the seasoned judgment of an authority,
reducing within small compass a critical statement of the problem as of today.
It is inevitable, in a work of this kind, that there be some duplication; but
after all, this is not the type of book that will be read cover-to-cover at one
time. All must be read, however, if one is to appreciate the advances being
made in this rapidly expanding field, and in no other volume now available
can material equal in scope be found. GEO. H. SMITH.
AN INTRODUCTION To ANIMAL BIOLOGY. By John B. Parker
and John J. Clarke. The C. V. Mosby Co., St. Louis, 1939. 486 pp.
$3.75.
This text, intended as a survey of the field of zoology for a one-semester
course, adds another worthy book to the lengthening list of Mosby
publications.
The subject matter follows accepted and conventional forms, leaning
rather heavily toward types and morphological data rather than in the direc-
tion of principles and functional processes. It may be quibbling to point out
that the authors in classifying the texts already supplying teaching needs for
introductory work in animal biology fail in their characterization because
they do not draw a sharp distinction between "those [books] that deal with
general zoology," and "those that deal with the principles of animal biology."
Long ago authoritative zoologists showed that there is a great difference
between "general zoology" texts, so-called in that some used selected animal
types from the phyla and centered discussion and exposition around these,
whereas others began with great biological truisms and axioms-generaliza-
tions such as the cell theory, the physical and chemical constitution of proto-
plasm, mitosis and amitosis, adaptation, germ-plasm and chromosome theories
of heredity, metamerism, immunity, axial gradients, factors in organic evolu-
tion, and scores of others-building up discussion around principles rather
than around type animal representatives.
Brief mention is accorded these latter underlying generalizations, for the
most part, though many would doubtless feel the treatment adequate founda-
tion on which the teacher could build. The emphasis seems clearly to be on
the customary selection of familiar animal types, Amoeba, Paramecium,
Euglena, Grantia, Hydra and Obelia, starfish, earthworm, Planaria, Ascaris,
crayfish, grasshopper, honey-bee, clam, Amphioxus (Branchiostoma), yellow
perch, and frog, Drosophila being used to illustrate selected facts in heredity.